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The Society Hotel Bingen is a new lodging and recreational destination
for visitors seeking a refined, off-the-beaten-trail experience in the
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area. Initiated in 2017, Society
Hotel Bingen consists of five distinct yet related components across a
multifaceted campus, including the adaptive reuse of a former school,
twenty individual hotel cabins, a covered pathway, a spa and bathhouse
building, and a sanctuary. Anchoring the retreat is the 80-year-old
Bingen Schoolhouse, which was originally constructed in 1908, and
was rebuilt in 1937 by the Civilian Conservation Corps.

Sited near the riverfront within a residential setting, the main
schoolhouse building offers 10 private standard rooms and two 24-bed
hostels, as well as a library in the reception area, lockers in the hallway
and a refurbished gym open to guest use. The floors are all original to
the building and a combination of existing or salvaged from the former

classrooms to get the entire lobby to match. Moving across the site to

the school’s former playfields, Waechter Architecture’s primary design
intervention involves a series of individual cabins that form a ring,
loosely defining the edge of the site. Although each unit is detached on
the ground, they are united through a shared roof that cantilevers out
to double as a covered walkway while creating porches and a shared
courtyard, accessible to both visitors and local residents. At the center
of the ring is a new spa and bathhouse building, which creates a
central gather space with a shared saltwater soaking pool, sauna, hot
tub, cold plunge and a café. The new structures are clad in premature
aged cedar, with eight-inch tongue and groove knotty pine for the cabin
interior headboard walls and troweled and sand finished concrete
floors.

Waechter Architecture’s approach negotiates the context by maximizing
the hotel’s relationship to the natural landscape and uses the massing
of the new cabin ring to highlight the surrounding hillside and views

over the river. Visitors are presented with a double perspective - the
close view of the courtyard’s garden and the far view of the landscape
- providing a sense of retreat, even in a town setting. The spa and
bathhouse are a volumetric structure constructed of a similar material
palette to the cabin ring with openings on each side to avoid having a
singular entry point. Tucked in the corner of the property, the Sanctuary
iS a unique subterranean building that can be reserved for events and
retreats or other groups of travelers for yoga, team-building activities
or family gatherings. The space is flooded with natural light through a
roof cupola and south-facing glass doors from the courtyard entry.
Overall, the design’s connection between historic and contemporary,
the foreground and the background heighten and experientially links
the visitor experience, clearly achieving the goals of creating a place
for people to experience the Columbia River Gorge in a unique yet

respectful setting.
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1 STORAGE 4 POOL
2 CAFE 5 CHANGING ROOM
3 SAUNA 6 THERAPY

SANCTUARY FLOOR PLAN

1st FLOOR PLAN
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Architecture and Culture magazine Interview

With Waechter Architecture

: The Society Hotel Bingen

ABOUT “THE SOCIETY HOTEL BINGEN“
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Looking at nature in a wooden hut gives people a break. This place originally was a space that had been preserved as the

school lost in the fire was rebuilt, and the Waechter architecture turned it into a relaxing leisure space with a cozy atmosphere.

In hotels, wood is used as finishing materials to match the surrounding forests, creating an atmosphere of rest areas with soft

textures. Through an interview with architect, we could heard about the spatial atmosphere that can be obtained from the

materials of the wood.
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This month’s issue is “Wood : strong and sentimental”. From an
architect’s viewpoint, what do you think about the material of wood?
Wood feels good to be around. People have an inherent desire to want to
connect with nature. As a building material, wood offers this. Additionally, of
all the common building materials wood is the only one that is renewable.

For this project, what did you think is the most important thing in
designing and dealing with wood?
The hotel is located in the scenic Columbia River Gorge, which is a

breathtaking and rugged landscape. It was important to select a material and

method of deploying it that could coexist with this strong landscape in a
positive way. Cladding all surfaces of the exterior is a unified treatment of
naturally finished cedar was the strategy.

The world is all passionately interested in environmental issues and
they agree that the building made by wood could make more

sustainable. What is the perception of wooden buildings locally? Is the

encouragement being made for it?

The Northwest United States has a long history of forestry and building with
wood. Beautiful heavy timber structures characterize the early years of this
region. As old growth forests became over logged and environmental

awareness became greater, light frame wood construction became the norm.

What has become locally exciting for us is the momentum that Mass Timber
construction has gained. We can now build wooden buildings that have the

same solidity and beauty the early heavy timber structures of this region had.

And we can do this in a renewable and sustainable way.
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What is the most memorable experience you have had while working on
it? After it was realized, do you have anything you would like to improve?
The most memorable moment was when the structure of the cabin ring that
encircles the meadow and spa was complete. We had envisioned that it would
frame the sky and Gorge like an aperture. It was very rewarding to see that it
did just that. If the project had more construction budget it would have been
ideal to clad the interior of the cabins with wood just as we did with the spa
interior and exterior of the buildings.

What is an architectural philosophy of Waechter Architecture (or your
personal)? And how did you apply the philosophy to this project?

Our design philosophy in rooted in experiential understanding. We want to
design buildings that heighten ones experience of place. We believe the places
that feel the most vivid, memorable and ultimately comforting are places with a
strong sense of clarity. Clarity in all its many forms is an overarching goal in

our work.

In conclusion, could you tell us about aspirations as an architect? What
is Waechter Architecture’s next step?

Our aspiration as a studio is to get closer and closer to designing builds with
ultimate clarity. We have had success with spatial clarity, compositional clarity,
material clarity etc. One thing that we have not previously fully achieved is a
building with ultimate constructional clarity. However, we are currently building
our own office building that will come closer to this goal. The building will be
build completely out of spruce Mass Timber. Unlike most buildings that are
built with many layers, this building is constructed out of a single material. It
will be the first commercial building in Oregon to be built entirely out of Mass
Timer. We are excited about this.



